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The source of governmental power in the Republic of Ireland is set out very clearly in the Article 6.1 of the
1937 Constitution:
All powers of government – legislative, executive and judicial, derive, under God from the people whose right it
is to designate the rulers of the State and in final appeal, to decide all question of national policy, according to
the requirements of the common good.
Constitution of the Republic of Ireland adopted in 1937 and as amended up to 2015.
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For my pre-election view, see After fixing the economy, Ireland now looks at its democracy
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See Direct Political Participation in the Republic of Ireland 23Nov2013 Democracy International
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For more information see www.1yi.ie , www.facebook.com/1YI.ie
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Until 2015, water and wastewater services to most domestic residences were supplied by local authorities
without metering and paid for from general taxation. As part of the EU-ECB- IMF bailout programme in 2010,
the government agreed to change the basis on which water services are supplied. This involved setting up a
new utility (Irish Water), installing meters and charging most domestic residences based on usage. This gave
rise to protests all over the country.
vi

Constitution of the Republic of Ireland adopted in 1937 and as amended up to 2015. See Articles 27 and
47.2.2
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Irish Free State Constitution adopted in 1922
Article 47. Any Bill passed or deemed to have been passed by both Houses may be suspended for a period of
ninety days on the written demand of two-fifths of the members of Dáil Éireann or of a majority of the
members of Seanad Éireann presented to the President of the Executive Council not later than seven days from
the day on which such Bill shall have been so passed or deemed to have been so passed. Such a Bill shall in
accordance with regulations to be made by the Oireachtas be submitted by Referendum to the decision of the
people if demanded before the expiration of the ninety days either by a resolution of Seanad Éireann assented
to by three-fifths of the members of Seanad Éireann, or by a petition signed by not less than one-twentieth of
the voters then on the register of voters, and the decision of the people by a majority of the votes recorded on
such Referendum shall be conclusive. These provisions shall not apply to Money Bills or to such Bills as shall be
declared by both Houses to be necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health or safety.
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For more information see www.reinstate48.ie, www.facebook.com/Reinstate48/

Irish Free State Constitution adopted in 1922

Article 48. The Oireachtas may provide for the Initiation by the people of proposals for laws or constitutional
amendments. Should the Oireachtas fail to make such provision within two years, it shall on the petition of not
less than seventy five thousand voters on the register, of whom not more than fifteen thousand shall be voters
in any one constituency, either make such provisions or submit the question to the people for decision in
accordance with the ordinary regulations governing the Referendum. Any legislation passed by the Oireachtas
providing for such Initiation by the people shall provide (1) that such proposals may be initiated on a petition of
fifty thousand voters on the register, (2) that if the Oireachtas rejects a proposal so initiated it shall be
submitted to the people for decision in accordance with the ordinary regulations governing the Referendum;
and (3) that if the Oireachtas enacts a proposal so initiated, such enactment shall be subject to the provisions
respecting ordinary legislation or amendments of the Constitution as the case may be.
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see Ruane, Bláthna Democratic Control and Constitutional Referenda – the failure of the popular initiative
mechanism for Constitutional Referenda under the Irish Free State Constitution in Ruane, Bláthna;

O’Callaghan Jim; Barniville, David (2014) : Law and Government: A tribute to Rory Brady . Dublin. Round Hall
pp.185-213
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The Dáil (lower house of parliament) consists of 158 members (Teachta Dála – TD) elected from 40 multimember constituencies (each of which has a minimum of 3 seats) using a non-party open list proportional
system in which voters rank their preferences for individual candidates using a single transferable vote. The
outcome of the February 2016 General Election (with European Parliamentary party links) was
Fine Gael (European People’s Party - EPP)
50 seats
Fianna Fail (Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe - ALDE)
44
Sinn Féin (Confederal Group of European United Left-Nordic Green Left – GUE-NGL)
23
Labour (Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats S&D)
7
Anti-Austerity Alliance –People Before Profit (No MEP at present but oriented to GUE-NGL)
6
Indepedents4Change
4
Social Democrats
3
Green Party (no MEP at present. Allied to Group of Greens/European Free Alliance Greens- -EFA) 2
Non-Party Independents
19
Direct Democracy Ireland did not win any seats, with 0.3% of the total vote spread over 19 candidates in 17
constituencies.
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Programme for a Partnership Government RofIreland May2016 see p.154
Three issues on which referenda are promised (ie. woman’s life within the home, blasphemy, the office of the
Ceann Comhairle (who chairs the Dáil) were among 40 measures which a Constitutional Convention
recommended during the period 2012-2014 (see Appendix 1).
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In 1983 the 8th Amendment effectively introduced a constitutional ban on abortion. The resulting Article
40.3.3° reads: “The State acknowledges the right to life of the unborn and, with due regard to the equal right to
life of the mother, guarantees in its laws to respect, and, as far as practicable, by its laws to defend and
vindicate that right”. Two other clauses (Amendments 13 and 14) were added in referendums 1992,
guaranteeing the right to travel for abortion services and the right to information on services lawfully available
in another state. In practice many women travel to the UK and other EU countries for abortion services
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Dáil Debate 25October2016 on Second Stage of bill to Repeal the 8th amendment to Constitution
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Citizens’ Assembly Ireland 2016 Terms of Reference
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The five topics are
(i) the Eighth Amendment of the Constitution;
(ii) how we best respond to the challenges and opportunities of an ageing population;
(iii) fixed term parliaments;
(iv) the manner in which referenda are held; and
(v) how the State can make Ireland a leader in tackling climate change;
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for details of how the members were selected see Citizens, Assembly RofIreland 2016 Membership
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For the full text see Dáil motion calling for a Citizens' Assembly to introduce direct democracy 20Sept2016
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Press Release from National Economic and Social Council (NESC) on a report “The Euro: an Irish
Perspective” 17th August 2010. NESC is 30-person social partnership body made up of
representatives of government (senior civil servants), business, trade unions, agriculture,
community and environment civil society organisations. The Secretary General of the
Government (a civil servant) chairs NESC. Among the seven Government nominees were the
Secretaries-General of five Government Departments.
http://www.nesc.ie/dynamic/docs/The%20euro%20MEDIA%20RELEASE%20from%20NESC.pdf
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UCD Workshop podcast here Workshop on Direct Democracy University College Dublin 30Nov2015
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No fair and decent globalisation without direct democracy. Foreword to Kaufmann, Bruno, Buchi Ralf, Braun
Nadja Guidebook to Direct Democracy in Switzerland and beyond. Marburg. Initiative and Referendum
Institute. 2010.
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Constitutional Convention 2012-2014 RofIreland Press Release 9June2013
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The Government will provide in the Oireachtas a response to each recommendation of the Convention
within four months and, if accepting the recommendation, will indicate the timeframe it envisages for the
holding of any related referendum. Constitutional Convention 2012-2014 RofIrleand Terms of Reference
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Dáil Debates 18Dec2014. Response to Constitutional Convention Fourth Report on Dáil Electoral System
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Constitutional Convention 2012-2014 RofIreland Academic & Legal Support Group
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Prof David Farrell Final report card on the Government's reactions to the Irish Constitutional Convention
23Jan2016
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On 22 May 2015, the people voted in referendums to amend the Constitution
i.
In favour of providing that two persons may marry without distinction as to their sex;
ii.
Against lowering the age of Presidential (the Head of State) candidates from 35 to 21.

David Farrell The Government continues to slight the work of the Constitutional Convention 27May2015

